
St. John Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, August 1, 2021 

 

Welcome & Announcements, Pastor Allen 
 

   
Prelude: “The Shepherd’s Compliant”  

(arr. F. Mendelssohn)           

 
Call to Worship: 

Called to lead a life that is worthy, we gather as God’s people.  
Whatever roads we walk, whatever waters we have passed 
through, we share one baptism.  Called to model lives of service, 
we share in the building up of Christ’s Body.  Our backgrounds are 
different, our habits vary, but we share a common faith in 
Christ.  Called to be people of peace and gentleness, we offer these 
gifts to all of God’s creation.  Though each of us is unique and 
precious to God, our hearts beat as one with hope.   

 
Opening Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
 Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of Glory, Lord of Love; 
 Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, Opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; Drive the gloom of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day. 

 
All Thy words with joy surround Thee, Earth and heaven reflect Thy 
rays,  
Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, Call us to rejoice in Thee. 

 
Confession of Sin: 

O God, our transgressions are many.  We have sinned against 
you and done evil in your sight.  We have wandered far from 
your truth.  You alone know the extent of our guilt.  You are 
justified to pass judgment and sentence us.  We are crushed 
by the wrong we have allowed and the good we have avoided.  
We plead for mercy.  Wash us thoroughly and cleanse us deep 
within.  Put a new and right spirit in us and restore to us the 
joy of your salvation.  Help us to lead lives worthy of your call 
to us, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
 



Assurance of Pardon: 
The good news is that God forgives you. Forgive others. And forgive 
yourselves. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
First Reading: “Ephesians 6:10-20”  
 The Whole Armor of God  

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on 
the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and 
flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the whole armor of 
God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having 
done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt 
of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 
righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you 
ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the 
shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that 

end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the 
saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be 
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the 
gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 
declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

Special Music: “How Can I keep From Singing?”  
(arr. B. S. Mayo) & (Women’s Ensemble) 

 
Second Reading: “Mathew 10:28-31” 

Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather 
fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
unperceived by your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all 
counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 
sparrows. 

 

Sermon: “The Whole Armor of God” 

 



Hymn of invitation: “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” 
For the bread which You have broken,  
For the wine which You have poured, 
For the words which You have spoken,  
now we give You thanks, O Lord. 
 
By the promise that You love us,  
By Your gift peace restored, 
By your Call to heaven above us,  
Hallow all our lives, O Lord.   

 
Affirmation of Faith: “The Apostles’ Creed” 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth.  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead.   

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 
Great Thanksgiving & Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper: 
 May the God of steadfast love be with you. 
 And also, with you. 
 People of God, offer your hearts to God. 
 We open our hearts to the One who fills them with grace. 

Children of God, sing your praises to the One who has gathered us 
here. 
Our songs of joy travel to the very ends of creation… 
As we remember his calling us to follow, as we seek to be sent forth 
to serve, we proclaim that mystery we call faith: 
Christ came, to shape our lives like his; 
Christ came, to be our Guide forever 
Christ will come again, to gather us in glory. 

 
Call to Prayer: “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face, 
wonderful face, and the thing of earth will grow strangely 
dim in the light of his glory and grace. 

 
 



Prayers of the People: “Lord's Prayer” 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.   

 

Closing Hymn: “Lord Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 

Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing; Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Thy love possessing, Triumph in redeeming grace.  O 
refresh us, O refresh us, Traveling through this wilderness. 
 
Thanks, we give and adoration For Thy gospel’s joyful sound; May the 
fruits of Thy salvation in our hearts and lives abound.  Ever faithful, 
Ever Faithful to the truth may we be found. 

Prayer of the Day: 
Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and sent the 
Spirit of your son into our hearts.  Give us grace to dedicate 
our freedom to your service, that all people may know the 
glorious liberty of the children of God; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

  
Blessing & Charge: 
 
Postlude: “Postlude”  
 (arr. T. Keesecker) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Announcements: 

Lyrics reprinted with permission under CCLI#2848404. 
Sunday worship will be available to stream by one o'clock 
Sunday afternoon on YouTube. 
 
If you are a visitor fill out the form attached to the QR code to 
let us know a little about you: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John Presbyterian Church 
1307 East Elm Street 

New Albany, Indiana 47150 

Phone: 812-945-3531 

Fax: 812-945-5787 

E-mail: stjohnpres@gmail.com 

 



“Being Prepared!” 

Most of the time we prepare ourselves mentally and physically for each 
day’s adventure.  We don’t plan every minute, but we learn to face events 
that occur.  If it’s rainy, we carry an umbrella.  If it’s cold, we bundle up in 
coats and gloves.  If it’s hot, we wear lightweight comfortable clothing.  But, 
do we prepare for unexpected events that could change our life? 
 
As Christians, we are challenged each day to remain true to God.  Ephesians 
6:10-20, Paul gives a detailed list on how we should prepare to face these 
obstacles by using the Whole Armor of God.  After reading the scripture 
and contemplating what Paul was saying, David and Goliath popped into 
my mind. 
 
Goliath was giving the Israelites a lot of trouble.  David just happened to 
show up at the right time.  He was not afraid to face the giant.  King Saul 
tried to fit David with battle armor, but it was too cumbersome.  David took 
his sling shot and five small stones and called out to Goliath.  What people 
could not see was David’s Faith in God, David’s Courage from God, and 
David’s strong Confidence in Trusting God’s presence! 
 
We can put on God’s armor as we face challenges.  God’s Truth will 
surround us, His Righteousness will guide us, and His Peace will calm us.  
Use your Faith in God to protect you.  We have God with us to help us fight 
our foes.  The heavy armor that Knights and Gladiators wore are not 
needed.  Like David, when we put our faith in God, we will win life’s battles 
because God will be on our side. 

 
Spiritual Exercise: 

1. Read I Samuel 17:32-50 and Ephesians 6:10-20 

2. Think of troubles.  Do you put on the Armor of God? 

 

Prayer:  Father Almighty, 

Forgive us as we try to face our battles alone.  We know You are 

with us, but we ignore You and try to solve our problems by 

ourselves.  Forgive us and point us in the right direction.  Thank 

You for loving us. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen 
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